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Autumn 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme Tiaras and Turrets Famous People Roald Dahl How to Train Your 

Dragon 
Natural Disasters - 

What Rocks our 
Earth? 

The Victorious Victorians 

Key Question 
 

How is it still 
standing? 

 Where inspired our 
favourite stories? 

 How fierce is mother 
nature? 

 

Key Content 
 

Where was Dudley 
castle built ? 
  

What are the features 
of Dudley Castle and 
it’s surrounding area ?  

 

- Where did Roald 
Dahl live? 
 
-Where did he 
travel during his 
life? 
 
- Which locations 
inspired his books ? 
 
-What is 
Buckinghamshire 
like ?   
 
-How is the land 
surrounding Great 
Missenden used 
and how does this 
compare to land 
use in Birmingham 
? How does climate 
support this ?  

 -Explore the Earth’s 

extreme climates 

finding out about the 

hottest, wettest, 

coldest and driest 

places on Earth. 

 

-Explore how the 

Earth’s surface is split 

up into tectonic plates 

and the resulting 

earthquakes that 

occur when they move 

and their impact 

 

-Explore the 

movement of 

tornadoes 

 

 

Skills 
 

- Use world maps to 
identify United 
Kingdom 
- Begin to recognise 
landmarks 
- Recognise human 
and physical features 
- Use aerial 
photographs and plan 

 - Name and locate 
counties in the UK  
 
- Locate the world’s 
countries and 
major cities using 
maps to focus on 
Europe 
 

 - Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography 
- Measure, record and 
present physical 
features 
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perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features.  
-Use directional 
language 
-Understand a symbol 
represents an object 
-Use a map of the UK 
to find local area 
  

Recognise human 
and physical 
characteristics and 
key topographical 
features. 
 
Identify land use 
patterns and 
consider how the 
UK climate 
supports this.  

 Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude and 
longitude, the Equator 
and the Northern and 
Southern 
Hemisphere.  
 
Locate the worlds 
countries 

Suggested 
Outcome 
 

Now Press Play - 
Castles 
 
- Labelled map of 
Dudley Castle and 
surrounding area 
 
-Directional language 
used to guide a friend 
through a castle 

 Labelled map of the 
world with Roald 
Dahl’s locations 
 
Comparison of 
inner-city 
Birmingham with 
rural 
Buckinghamshire.  

 Write a natural 
disaster fact file 
 
Label a map showing 
where natural 
disasters occur in the 
world 

 

Geography  
Specific 
Vocabulary 
 

Hill 
Valley  
Town 
Human Feature 
Physical Feature 
Right Left 
Near  
Far 
map 
route 
symbol 
 

 County 
City 
Vegetation 
 
land use 
 soil 
crop 
farmers 
producers 
physical features 
human features 
population 
distribution 
 Climate 
rainfall 
temperature 
sunlight 
 

 Climate 
Vegetation 
Water Cycle 
Longitude 
Latitude 
Equator  
Southern Hemisphere  
Northern Hemisphere  
Tectonic Plate 
Ring of Fire 
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Theme Specific 
Vocabulary 
 

Bailey 
Turret  
Ramparts 
Dungeon  
Shield  
Tower 
Suits of Armour  
Lance  
Moat 
Knight 
Drawbridge  
Flags 
Portcullis 

 Writer 
Author  
Success 
Story 
Characters 
Settings 
Poet 

 Lava 
Destruction 
Volcano 
Earthquake 
Tsunami 
Tornado 
Flood 
Risk 
Terror 
Magma 
Surface 
Crust  
Surface 
Risk  

 

Challenge Why was Dudley the 
chosen location for a 
castle? 
 

 Are any of the 
places Roald Dahl 
visited represented 
in his stories? 

 Consider how Natural 
disasters have affected 
our partner school in 
The Philippines. 
 
What is the most 
destructive natural 
disaster? How could 
you prove this? 
 
How are natural 
disasters going to 
affect our planet in 
the future? 

 

Autumn 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme 
 

Winterfest Mexico Marvellous 
Mythology 

How to Train Your 
Dragon 

Natural Disasters - 
What Rocks our 

Earth? 

The Victorious Victorians 

Key Question How is the winter 
season celebrated 
around the world ?  

Is Mexico the same 
as Castle Vale ? 

  How fierce is mother 
nature? 

Where did the Titanic sink ?  

Key Content How does the weather 
change in the UK day 
by day ? 
 

Where is Mexico ?  
 
How are Mexico and 
Castle Vale the same 

 

 - Find out how 

tsunamis are caused 

by earthquakes under 

the sea floor, focusing 

Use Google maps to find 

where the Titanic sank and 

the surrounding countries. 
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How does the weather 
change seasonally in 
the UK ?  
 
How is weather 
different around the 
world ? 
 
Wha tare the different 
types of weather?  
 
How is wintertime 
different in other 
countries ?  

and how are they 
different ? 
 
What is the weather 
like in Mexico ? 
 
What could we tell 
someone in Mexico 
about Chivenor 
Primary School  and 
Castle Vale?  

on the effects that 

tsunamis can have on 

an environment.  

- Discover how 

volcanoes are formed 

and what happens 

when one erupts. 

 

- Consider the effects 
we as humans have on 
climate change and 
what personal actions 
can be taken to reduce 
our carbon footprints 

 

Skills - Identify cold areas of 
the world including 
North and South Pole 
-Identify seasonal 
weather patterns in 
the UK 
 
- Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and 5 
oceans. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study 
geography and Key 
human and physical 
features of Castle Vale. 
 

Recall the world’s 
seven continents and 
five oceans and 
identify Mexico’s 
location. 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of Castle 
Vale and Mexico City 
 
Compare the 
weather in Mexico 
and Castle Vale 
 
Recall hot and cold 
areas in relation to 
the equator  
 
 

  - Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography 
- Measure, record and 
present physical 
features 
-Identify the position 
and significance of 
key physical features 
Understand key 
aspects of biomes 

- Use the eight points of a 
compass to build 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and wider world 
- Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography including ice 
bergs 
- identify the position and 
significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including 
day and night) 
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Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment 
 
Devise a small map 
including basic 
symbols in a key 

Suggested 
Outcome 

Now Press Play - 
Arctic  
 
-  Understand and 
describe seasonal 
changes in weather 
and know what season 
Christmas takes place 
in 
- Describe cold areas 
of the world and what 
it would be like to live 
in the North Pole 
 
-Children to take 
photos of Christmas 
time on the Vale to 
compare weather and 
location with other 
countries.   
 

Write a letter to a 
Mexican explaining 
what life is like in 
Castle Vale 
 
Create a map of 
Chivenor School to 
share with a 
Mexican child 
 
Prepare for a holiday 
to Mexico 
considering the 
clothes which will be 
needed for the 
weather 
 
Create a recount of 
their Mexico visit ( 
MEXICAN DAY)  

  Now press play - 
Natural disasters- 
Pompeii 
 
- Describe and 
understand climate 
zones, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the 
water cycle. 
- Measure, record and 
present data from 
specific natural 
disasters. 
- Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude and 
longitude, the Equator 
and the Northern and 
Southern 
Hemisphere. 

- understand the directional 
journey of the titanic by 
identifying compass points 
- Describe key physical 
features of icebergs and 
understand why they would 
have been such an influence 
on the Titanic’s downfall 
- Understand the difference 
in time zones between 
United Kingdom and North 
America  

Subject Specific 
Vocabulary 

Atlantic 
Antarctic 
North Pole 
South Pole 

Fieldwork 
Aerial photographs 
Mexico 
South America 

  Climate 
Vegetation 
Water Cycle 
Longitude 

Iceberg 
New York 
Atlantic  
North 
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Winter 
Autumn 
Summer 
Spring 
continent ( Africa, 
North America, South 
America, Europe, 
Asia, Australia, 
Antarctica) 
ocean (Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian, 
arctic, Southern) 
sun, rain, cloud, wind, 
fog, snow, hail, 
thunder, temperature 

Mexico City 
city  
town 
Atlas 
Seas 
Continents 
map 
symbol 
Physical features 
Human features 
observation 
 
 

Latitude 
Equator  
Southern Hemisphere  
Northern Hemisphere 

South 
East 
West 
Time Zones 
Prime Meridian 
Greenwich Meridian 
Compass Points  
 

Theme Specific 
Vocabulary 

Christmas  
Fireplace 
Ornaments 
Candles 
Turkey 
Santa Clause 
Lights 
Chimney 
Wreath 
Nativity 
Tree 
Holly 
Angel 
Candle 
Bells 
Jesus 
Mistletoe 
Church 
Star 
Yule Log 
Carols 
Joseph 
Mary 

Mexican 
Flag 
Pyramid 
Aztecs 
Chilli 
Chocolate 
Sombrero 
Maracas 
Cactus 

  Lava 
Destruction 
Volcano 
Earthquake 
Tsunami 
Tornado 
Flood 
Risk 
Terror 
Magma 
Surface 
Crust  
Surface 
Risk  

Titanic 
Disaster 
Captain 
Lifebelt 
Lifeboat 
First Class 
Second Class 
Third Class 
Collision 
Sink 
White Star Line 
Passengers 
Survivors 
Unsinkable 
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Challenge - Why is North Pole 
different to our 
country 
- Identify in what 
season other holidays 
take place  

Compare and 
contrast the different 
physical and human 
geographical 
features of the 
Mexican 
environment to the 
same of the British 
Isles- can compare 
specific regions such 
as Birmingham and 
Guadalajara (both 
2nd cities of their 
respective countries) 

  How are natural 
disasters going to 
affect our planet in 
the future? 

What advances were made 
to ensure other ships were 
safe from icebergs? 

Spring 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme 
 

Planes Trains and 
Automobiles 

London’s burning Stoneage A problem free 
Philosophy 

Space Is anyone out 
there  

The Astonishing Amazon  

Key Question  Why did London 
burn so quickl 

 How is Africa different 
from the UK? 

Is there anybody out 
there? 

Why is the Amazon 
Rainforest so important to 
life on Earth? 

 

 

Where is London? 

 

Why is it considered 

to be an important 

city ? 

 Where is Africa? 

 

Where is Kenya and 

what is it like ? 

 

Where do people live in 

Kenya and why? 

 

What is life like in 

Kenya ? 

 

How is Kenya different 

from the UK ?  

 

 Who is destroying the 

rainforest?  

What products come from 

the rainforest? How can we 

help save the rainforest? 

  

Skills 
 

 - Recall the names of 
and locate the four 
countries of the UK   

 - locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on Africa 

 - Extend their knowledge 
and understanding beyond 
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-Identify the capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom  

concentrating on its 
environmental regions, 
key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities 
- understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, An African 
country 
- Use maps, atlases and 
globes to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 

the local area to South 
America. 
- Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 - Identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features.  
- Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
South America 
- Describe and understand 
key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle 

Suggested 
Outcome 

 Now Press Play - 
Great fire of London. 
 
Trip - Selly Manor 
 
Label a class map to 
show the location of 
London in the UK. 
 
Identify the location 
of Pudding Lane 
using Google Maps 
 

 - Locate Africa on a 
world map and globe   
- Locate African 
countries using an atlas  
- Identify key human 
and physical 
characteristics of Africa 

 - Conduct in depth 
geographical study of South 
America  
-  Read a map to identify 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities of South 
America.  
 - Identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features of 
South America.  
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Identify the River 
Thames on Google 
Maps 

- Study human and physical 
geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region 
in a South America 
 
- Describe and understand 
key aspects of the physical 
geography of South 
America. 
 
Now Press Play  
Rainforests 

Subject Specific 
Vocabulary 

 River Thames 
River 
Landmark 
Capital  
Country 
Scotland 
England 
Ireland 
Wales 
City 
House 
 

 Kenya 
Nairobi 
Africa 
Continent 
Physical Geography 
Human Geography 
Game reserve 
climate zone 
land use 
economic activity 

 Amazon 
Rainforest 
Brazil 
South America 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Equator 
Rainfall 
Biomes 
Climate 
Temperature 
Emergent layer 
Forest floor 
Vegetation 

Theme Specific 
Vocabulary 
 

 Pudding lane 
Bakery 
Flames 
Fire 
Smoke 

   Tree Fern 
Acacia Tree 
Endangered 
Tribe 
Deforestation 
Papaya 
Piranha Fish  
Sloth 
Ocelot 
Tribesman 
Yam 

Challenge 
 

 How has the human  
Geography of 

   How could we rely less on 
our rainforests? 
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London changed 
looking at Maps of 
London in 1666 and 
now.  
 

What is our country doing 
to tackle deforestation?  

Spring 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme Amazing Animals  London Today Romans It’s a Problem Free 

Philosophy 
Gold Rush ! The Astonishing Amazon 

Key Question How does life in Africa 
compare to the UK?  

What would I see on 
a day trip to 
Londaon ?  

  How did prospectors 
find gold in riverbeds? 

Why is the Amazon 
Rainforest so important to 
life on Earth? 
 
Can our rainforests sustain 
us? 

Key Content Where is Africa ? 

 

What is the weather 

like in Africa and close 

to the equator. 

 

Compare life in Africa 

to that in the UK  

Recall where London 
is in the United 
Kingdom 
 
Recall why London 
is considered to be 
an important city.  
 
What are the major 
landmarks in 
London? 
Where are the main 
landmarks in 
London ?  

  Where is California?  
 
 
Where are the longest 
rivers in the world ? 
 
Where are the longest 
rivers in the USA ? 
 
What is a river and 
how is it formed? 
 
What is the Grand 
Canyon ? 
 
How does the water 
cycle relate to rivers? 
 
How is Gold 
deposited in rivers 
and how does this 
relate to erosion and 
deposition  ? 

Who is destroying the 

rainforest?  

What products come from 

the rainforest? How can we 

help save the rainforest? 
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Skills -Recall the names and 
location  the world’s 
seven continents and 
five oceans  
- Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the world 
in relation to the 
Equator 
- Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical 
features 

Recall the names 
and locate the 4 
countries of the UK  
 
Recall the names 
and locations of the 
capital cities of the 
UK -  
 
 
 
- Use maps, atlases 
and globes to 
identify continents, 
countries and oceans 
 
- use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human 
and physical features 
 
- Recognise 
landmarks 
 

- Use 
directional 
language 
NSEW 

 

  Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on North 
America 
concentrating on its 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities 
 
 
Understand how 
geographical physical 
features such as The 
Grand Canyon  have 
changed over time.  
 
 Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a region 
of the United 
Kingdom and North 
America 
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography including 
rivers 

- Extend their knowledge 
and understanding beyond 
the local area to South 
America. 
- Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 - Identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features.  
- Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
South America 
- Describe and understand 
key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle 

Suggested 
Outcome 
 

Label continents and 
oceans on a map of the 
world 
 

Now Press Play The 
UK London 
 

   Sand river showing 
deposition and 
erosion 
 

- Conduct in depth 
geographical study of South 
America  
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Create graphs 
comparing weather in 
Africa to the UK 
 
Write a letter to Game 
keeper in Africa 
explaining what the 
weather in the UK is 
like and asking 
questions about 
weather in Africa 
 
Sorting activity Africa 
and UK  
 

Labelled aerial map 
of London 
landmarks 
 
Create a virtual tour 
of major London’s 
landmarks. 
 

Gold panners guide to 
finding gold in rivers 

-  Read a map to identify 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities of South 
America.  
 - Identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features of 
South America.  
- Study human and physical 
geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region 
in a South America 
 
- Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography of South 
America. 
 
Now Press Play  
Rainforests 

Subject Specific 
Vocabulary 

River 
Vegetation 
Seasons  
Weather 
soil 
continent ( Africa, 
North America, South 
America, Europe, 
Asia, Australia, 
Antarctica) 
ocean (Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian, 
arctic, Southern) 

River Thames 
River 
Landmark 
Capital  
City 

  Deposit 
Erosion 
Erode 
Colorado River 
Grand Canyon 
River bank 
Confluence 
Meander 
Panning 
Prospector/ing 
Water cycle 
 

Amazon 
Rainforest 
Brazil 
South America 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Equator 
Rainfall 
Biomes 
Climate 
Temperature 
Emergent layer 
Forest floor 
Vegetation 

Theme Specific 
Vocabulary 

Lion 
Buffalo 
Elephant 
Safari 

Monument  
Shard 
Tower of London 
Guardsmen 

   Tree Fern 
Acacia Tree 
Endangered 
Tribe 



Long Term - Geography Overview                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                 

    V1.0 Proud Traditions | Wide Horizons | High Achievement        14 

Leopard 
Tribes 

Tower Bridge 
Parliament  
Big Ben 
London 
Underground 
Cenotaph 
Poppy 
Wreath 
Soldier 
Veteran 
Armistice Day 
Remember 
Guy Fawkes 
Prison 
Gunpowder 

Deforestation 
Papaya 
Piranha Fish  
Sloth 
Ocelot 
Tribesman 
Yam 

Challenge 
 

What other places 
have similar physical 
and human features to 
Africa? 
 

What landmarks 
have we got in our 
local area? 
How might other 
landscapes look 
different from an 
aerial perspective? 

   How could we rely less on 
our rainforests? 
What is our country doing 
to tackle deforestation?  

       
Summer 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme 
 

Lighthouses  Planet Protectors Remarkable Robots Theme park thrills Sandbags and sirens The Marvellous Mayans  

Key Question 
 

 How can we help to 
save our Oceans ?  

 Where would you build 
a theme park ?  

Who played a part in 
World War II? 

 

Key Content 
 

 Where is Australia 
 
Recall the name of 
the Ocean 
surrounding 
Australia 
 
Where is the Great 
Barrier Reef located 
?  
 

 Look at Alton towers on 
Google maps. What can 
they see?  Switch 
between the terrain and 
satellite view. 
 
What physical features 
can they see ? What man 
made features can they 
see? 
 

Which countries were 

involved in WW2 ?  

 

How did the pilots 

and soldiers know 

where they were going 

? 
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What are the 
physical features of 
the Great Barrier 
Reef ?  
 
What are the issues 
with The 
preservation of the 
Great Barrier reef ?  
 
How can we protect 
the seas ?  

Zoom out - which towns 
and cities are nearby ?  
 
Look at ‘The London 
Resort’ being built soon - 
what did the builders need 
to take into consideration 
? 
 
Activity - 
If you were building a 
theme park‘ what physical 
Geography features would 
you be looking for ? What 
type of land ? Flat? 
Mountainous? 
What man made features 
would you need to add? 
 
Can they find an area on a 
UK map ( Children use 
google) which would work 
?  
 
Children to write about the 
area of land they would 
use and why. 

Skills  Use maps, atlases 
and globes to 
identify and locate  
continents, countries 
and oceans. 
 
 use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical 
features 

 Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Africa 
concentrating on its 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

 
Describe key aspects of 
human geography, 
including economic 
activity, trade links, and 
the distribution of natural 
resources including 

- Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe 
(including Russia ) 
and South America 
 
- Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries 
 
Use 6 figure grid 
references  
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Recall hot and cold 
areas in relation to the 
equator  

energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 
- Use maps, atlases and 
globes to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied 
 
 

Use 8 points of a 
compass to orientate 
an area 

Suggested 
Outcome 

 Trip - The Sealife 
Centre 
 
Leaflet explaining 
how we can help to 
save the oceans  

 Submit a planning 
application for the site 
of a new theme park.  

Label a world map 
with countries who 
were involved in 
WW2 including 
Russia 
 
Use compass points to 
orientate an area as a 
WW2 soldier 
 
Use 6 figure grid 
references to carry out 
a supplies drop to 
allied troops 

 

Subject Specific 
Vocabulary 

 Great Barrier Reef 
Australia 
Physical feature 
Ocean  
Pacific Ocean  
Coral 
conservation 

 Theme Park 
roller coaster 
souvenir 
cafe  
map  
attraction 
tickets 
rides 
concessions 
edge-of-your-seat 
queue 
restaurant 
thrilling0e1 

Germany 
United Kingdom 
Italy 
Japan 
France 
Denmark 
United States 
Romania 
Hungary 
Slovakia 
Croatia 
Bulgaria 
North, South, East, 
West 
Grid reference 
co-ordinate 
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Theme Specific 
Vocabulary 

 environment 
physical feature 
map 
atlas 
reef 
pollution 
conservation 
Pacific Ocean 
coral 
organism 
ecosystem 
species 
fish 
marine life 
 

 Physical feature 
site plan 
map 
surroundings 
resources 
atlas 
construction 
materials 
application 
environment 
Human features 
 

Medal 
Tank 
Neville Chamberlain 
Bomb 
Rifle 
Blitz 
Gas Mask 
Radio 
Victoria Cross 
Evacuee Children 
Gestapo Officer 
 Anne Frank 
Battle 
Nazi Flag 
Prisoner 
Grenade 
Spitfire 
Swastika  
Winston Churchill 
Adolf Hitler 
Axis of Power 
Air Raid Shelter 

 

Challenge  What is the impact 
of the human race 
upon the reef? 
 
Create a class piece 
of  work to show the 
human impact has 
sped up the damage. 

 Compare and contrast 
different theme parks 
from around the world 
to each other. 
Why are they located 
where they are?  What 
do they bring to the 
local area? 

Locate and identify all 
the different counties 
(including colonies of 
empires) on a world 
map.  Use this to 
explain how a 
primarily European 
conflict became a 
World War. 

 

Summer 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme 
 

Oh we do like to be 
besides the seaside 

Planet Protectors Forbidden Forests The Attenborough 
Effect 

Sandbags and Sirens The Marvellous Mayans 

Key Question What is it like to live 
besides the seaside ? 

How can we help 
to protect our local 
area? 

Why are forests 
so important to 
life on Earth?  

How do we impact our 
planet? 
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How can we 
navigate around a 
forest- links to 
orienteering 

Key Content Which country is 
Barry in ? 
 
What is the sea 
surrounding Barry 
called ?  
 
What is Barry like 
and how is it 
different from Castle 
Vale ?  

What is the area 
surrounding 
Chivenor like ?  
 
What 
environmental 
issues can the 
children find ? 

What are the 
human and 
physical features 
of the forbidden 
forest ? 
 
Interpret maps of 
the forbidden 
forest. 
 
Use geographical 
skills to locate 
features and 
orientate around 
an area.  
 

- Look at the mysteries 
of tropical rainforests, 
begin to explore some 
of the conservation 
issues surrounding the 
destruction of 
rainforest habitats in 
Brazil. .  
- Think about the needs 
of the planet as a whole, 
find out where 
resources such as 
power and food come 
from, and look at ways 
in which natural 
resources can be 
conserved.  
- Discuss the idea of a 
carbon footprint, 
consider how your 
actions impact others 
around the world. 

  

Skills Name the four 
countries  of the 
United Kingdom 
 
Name the seas 
surrounding the UK 
 
Use aerial maps to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human 
and physical 
features 

-Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational skills 
to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the 
key human and 
physical features 
of its surrounding 
environment 
 

Use 4 figure grid 
references 
 
Use 8 compass 
points 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, record 
and present 
human and 
physical features 
including sketch 

- Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe 
(including the location 
of Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities 
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Understand symbols 
on maps represent 
features 
 
Use the four 
compass points 
NSEW to describe a 
route.  

Recall -  use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks and 
basic human and 
physical features 

maps and digital 
technologies. 

- Understand how 
geographical physical 
features have changed 
over time.  
- Describe key aspects 
of human geography, 
including economic 
activity, trade links, and 
the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and waste 
 

Suggested 
Outcome 

VISIT - BARRY 
ISLAND 
( Children have map 
in advance with 
symbols then spot 
the features when 
they are in Barry)  
 
Now Press Play - 
Maps 
 
Whole class visitors 
book of Barry Island 
 
Interpret a map of 
Barry Island 
 
Pirate treasure hunt 
using NSEW 

Go on a walk in 
school and the 
local area to 
survey, litter, 
traffic etc 

VISIT - Jones 
Wood Walmley - 
using Bramford 
Mini bus.  
 
Visit the 
forbidden forest ( 
Jones Wood  )  
sketch maps and 
take photos of 
human and 
physical features 
 
Use 4 digit grid 
references to find 
key features 
within a 
forbidden forest  
 
Find a route 
through the 
forbidden forest 
using 8 compass 
points. 

Plot the decrease in 
size of the Amazon 
rainforest  for the 
past century- Why is 
it increasing in rate of 
deforestation? 
 
Create a poster 
asking for funding to 
protect the forest or 
wildlife within 
 
Write a diary entry as 
Sir David 
Attenborough 
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Subject Specific 
Vocabulary 

Beach, cliff, coast, 
coastline, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean , river, port, 
harbour 
 
City, town, village, 
factory, farm. house, 
office, shop 
 
North, South, East, 
West 
 
Compass 
 
Near Far 
 
Left Right 

 Observe 
Orienteering 
Compass 
Compass points 
coordinates 
key 
human features 
physical features 

North 
South 
East  
West 
8 Compass points 
Conservation 
Pollution 
Endangered 
Extinct 
Protection 
Deforestation 
Physical/human 
geography 

  

       

Challenge 
 

Compare the beach 
to another area  
eg 
city or forest 

 Create a map of 
the school site 
and create an 
orienteering trail 
for another class 
to use. 

   

 

 

 

 

 


