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Social Media & Communication 
We have a number of methods of communicating with our parents. If you havenôt already, 
please follow our Facebook and Twitter pages where we share all the amazing things we do 
here at Chivenor. If you could give us a ólikeô or a óshareô that would be appreciated. Class dojo 
is also being used to communicate what your child is doing in class and general whole school 
news. We try to update this daily. Any likes and comments are appreciated.   
Please note that any messages need to come to school via Class Dojo NOT Facebook Messenger.  

Chivenor Newsletter

Dear Chivenor Families, 

As term 5 comes to an end, it is again time to reflect on wonderful achievements. It was a 

shorter term but a very busy and successful one. Year Six completed their KS2 SATs. They 

gave it their absolute all, which is all we can ask for, and we are very proud of them and the 

staff for their hard work, determination and resilience. They are now eagerly looking         

forward to their last term as a Griffin. 

DHL and City Years delivered an amazing Careers event this week. Aspiring a young Griffin 

is central to all that we do. It was a pleasure to have DHL visit our school and we look       

forward to welcoming them back in the future. 

Our book fayre saw more visitors and purchases than ever. Thank you Miss Douglas for   

continuing to inspire reading here at Chivenor. 

We were delighted to be a part of a recent óAuthor Takeoverô event at Villa Park. Made      

possible through our Aston Villa Foundation Partnerships. The Year 5ôs that attended had a 

thoroughly enjoyable experience and did some great workï well done all! 

This term our partnership with The Sanctuary has also developed. Our Tuesday Youth 

Group started, as did our visits to their sensory room. We are incredibly proud of this        

relationship and look forward to developing links in the months ahead.  

Chivenor and other West Midlands and North Warwickshire Schools have been busy        

preparing  for our annual Proud Tradition, the Griffin Arts Festival (GAF). This yearôs theme 

óEnergyô is provoking lots of interesting discussions and learning for our Griffins. Some Year 

5 Griffins will be invited to the Birmingham and Coventry GAF 2024 Residential. 

Finally, I want to welcome Miss Crocker who joins our support team and Miss Rowlands 

who has recently joined our site team. We also wish Mrs Taylor all the very best as she     

prepares to welcome baby Taylor next half term.  

I wish you all a restful holiday and our Chivenor team look forward to welcoming you back 

on Tuesday 4th June for what will be an even busier term. 

Mrs Lisa Guest 

Executive Headteacher 

Proud Traditions  Wide Horizons  High Achievement 
Farnborough Road, Castle Vale, Birmingham, B35 7JA 

Phone number: 0121 675 9833 Mail: enquiries@chivenor-gst.org 

ñIn you we believeôô 
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The winning classes for 

last week are... 

Upper School 

Attendance 

Champions: 

5H      
ʽʼːʹʻ̧ 

Lower School 

Attendance 

Champions: 

Rec D     
ʽʷːʷʷ̧ 

The winning class for Summer 

term 1 is... 

3W 

95.89% 

#SchoolAttendanceMatters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being on time is just as important!  

 

If you miss 15 minutes every day for one 

week, you have lost over an hour of       

learning! 

 

Our gates open at 8:35am every day and   

lessons start at 8:50am. 

 

Just a gentle reminder that school finishes 

at 3:15pm and after school clubs finish at 

4:15pm. Parents, please donôt be late! 

Did you know that your childôs best 

learning time is the start of the school 

day? 

Thatôs when every minute counts the 

most! 

Every day, every moment counts in 

the life of every child in our school. 

Do you need further support with       

attendance? 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hinkley are always     

available to offer advice and support to help 

ensure your child is able to attend every   

day and reach their full potential.  

Please call the office to book an                   

appointment or a call-back. 



 

Proud Traditions  Wide Horizons  High Achievement 
Farnborough Road, Castle Vale, Birmingham, B35 7JA 

Phone number: 0121 675 9833 Mail: enquiries@chivenor-gst.org 

óProud to be a Brummieô 
We are delighted to be involved in the óProud to be a Brummieô    

project in conjunction with Birmingham Arts School. At the start of 

the project, our Year 3 Griffins visited The IKON Gallery in            

Birmingham to learn the art of printmaking. Their session focussed 

on creating a textured printed background with a strong, worded 

message outlined on top. They also visited the gallery to look at the 

art work on display, including prints which were installed 60 years 

ago when the gallery was originally opened.  

 

The next stage of the project took place this week with professional     

artist, Michael Kennedy, visiting school. Michael who is a cartoonist, 

spoke to the children about his job and style of art; he showed them 

some of his books that he had drawn pictures for and how he makes    

pictures and characters change positions.  

Our Griffins created their own drawings of       

themselves as a cartoon character as well as         

designing their own character using various animal 

body parts to form a whole new invention.  

ñI loved making the poster of their cartoon and 

adding new colours and features to my creation.ò  

 

Our Year 3 instillations will be displayed to the public in June.  

Can you help? 

The EYFS team are currently setting up a music     
corner and potion Lab in our outdoor area.  

We are looking for donations of any unwanted items 
such as saucepans, frying pans, pots and pans, plastic 
bowls, biscuit tins, racks, sieves, plastic bins, spoons, 
ladles, guttering, downpipes etc.  

So, if you are            
renovating and          
revamping your    
kitchen and           
bathrooms, please 
bare us in mind! 
Please contact any 
member of the EYFS / 
Lower school team if 
you think you can help 
in any way. Thanks in  
advance.  



 

Allergens 

Can we ask you all to be mindful of 

snacks and lunches that are sent into 

school. Please can you ensure that 

Griffins do not bring in any nut 

products - including óSnickersô type 

bars, Nutella and any form of nut. 

We are a nut free school due to      

allergies of a number of pupils.  

Thank you for your cooperation and 

support with this. 

Pre-loved Uniform Shop 

Itôs getting to that time of year where uniform is   

becoming a little short due to growth spurts! Why 

not take advantage of our pre-loved uniform shop 

(located on the Key Stage 1 playground). 

There are a large number of items available ranging 

from 50p- Ã2 that may help to tide your Griffin ad-

here to our uniform policy. Items can also be 

swapped but they must be clean and in a good    

condition. 

 

Logo items, PE kit and footwear are also available. 

The Pre-loved Uniform Shop is open every Tuesday 

and Thursday after school from 3:15pm-3:30pm. 

 

Thank you to all those 

who have donated 

items of uniform ï your 

support in helping   

others is very much  

appreciated.  

 

Pupil Parliament 

Our Pupil Parliament have started to make 

changes to the dining room at school. Last 

term they met with SLT and Mrs Guest,     

Executive Head, to propose their design 

plans which would create a calm and       

comfortable space for children to eat. We 

look forward to seeing the rest of the      

transformation over the coming weeks.  



 
City Years Enterprise Day 

This academic year we have been very    

fortunate to have a óCity Yearsô team work 

with our young people across the school; 

these mentors are based across different 

year groups supporting classes, working 

with small groups and individual children 

as well as supporting extra-curricular      

activities. 

 

This week, as part of our partnership with City Years, we were joined by members of staff 

from DHL for an Enterprise day. They delivered a whole school assembly which our       

Griffins thoroughly enjoyed. Our Year 5 and 6 Griffins then participated in workshops 

about Social Enterprise and had an introduction to DHL including how suppliers use DHL, 

the different careers available in the business and skills needed in the workforce.  

Congratulations to all the Chivenor children involved, DHL were blown away by their      

engagement and interest. 

CAREERS DAY 2024:  We are currently arranging óCareers Day 2024ô and are look-

ing for volunteers to come in-

to school to speak to our Grif-

fins about what you do. Are 

you able to spare a few hours?  

If so, please contact the office. 

We hope this will become    

another proud tradition and 

inspire our Griffins. 

Snapshot of Sport 

We have taken part in the GST 8th Annual Sports Fundraiser;         

Challenge 26. This year, 50% of the Trust-wide fundraising will be     

donated to Cancer Research UK. The remaining 50% will go into    

sporting projects across the trust. Please look on our socials for more 

details about this event. Thank you for your support with this. 

Our PE sessions this term have included jumping and landing skills, 

badminton, tennis, swimming and 

dance. As we begin Summer 2, we enter 

athletics, cricket and rounders season and we cannot wait 

to begin some intra competitions.  

Just a reminder that Griffins are expected to wear PE kit 

on PE days. Jewellery must not be worn on PE daysï this 

includes earrings. We have an increased number of       

Griffins not wearing kit and not being able to take part in 

PE. Thank you for your support with this. 



 

Summer Term 1 in photos 
What a very busy half term we have had; lots of learning, new experiences and fun along 

the way. From visits to Villa Park, Forest school sessions, active maths, art workshops,      

science investigations, VR experiences, drumming sessions etc, we pride ourselves on 

providing aspirational and inspirational learning experiences and widening horizons. 

óIn you we believeô 
Proud Traditions   Wide Horizons   High Achievement 



 

 

Y5 Author Takeover 
On Tuesday 14th May, 5 Curie went to Aston Villa for an author 
takeover. Our Griffins enjoyed taking part in a workshop where    
author, Jamie Russell, explained how he creates a character and 
how he tries to engage readers with his locations and themes. Every 
Griffin received his latest book óSkywareô and got to personally meet 
him; he was interested in what 
our Griffins were currently 
reading, what their favourite 
genre of books were and even 
signed every book!  
 
Our Griffins took part in a series 

of writing and reading workshops based on the books. 
They were asked to create an alien character and there 
were some amazing ideas 
shared.  
 
Our Y5 Griffins finished 
their day by sitting in the 
VIP stand at Villa Park! 

Handle with care 

If your family is experiencing difficulties at home, we would like to 

provide additional support at school. We understand that you are not 

always able to share details and thatôs okay. If your child is coming into school after a       

difficult night, morning or weekend, please email Mrs Cox  óHandle with careô and your 

childôs name and class to the email:  safeguarding@chivenor-gst.org  



 

* Tues 4th June 2024: Back to school 

* Tues 4th June 2024: Artist in to work with Y3 

* Tues 4th June 2024: Greenwood Staff to talk with 
Y6 

* Thurs 6th June 2024: Y1 visit to Barry Island 

* Fri 7th June 2024: Y5 visit to Beaumanor Hall 

* Tues 11th June 2024: Careers Day 2024 

* Mon 17th June 2024: Y6 visit to Drayton Manor 

* Tues 18th June 2024: National Finals at Oxford 
University 

* Tues 18th June 2024: Artist in to work with Y3 

* Wed 19th June 2024: Fire Service in to work with 
Y4 

* Mon 24th June 2024: GAF starts 

* Thurs 27th June 2024: Adopt a chef in Y5 

* Wed 3rd July 2024: Greenwood Transition Day 

* Mon 8th July 2024: Olympic Week begins 

* Wed 10th July 2024: Y4 Coir Symphony Hallï 
TBC 

* Wed 10th & Thurs 11th July: New Reception stay 
and Play sessions 

* Thurs 11th July 2024: Y6 Residential 

* Wed 17th July 2024: Lion King Performanceï 
details to follow 

* Fri 19th July 2024: Y6 Leavers Assembly 

SCHOOL FINISHES AT 2PM 

Term Dates - 2023/24 
 

Autumn Term 1 
Starts: Tuesday 5th September 2023 
Finishes: Thursday 26th October 2023 
Half Term holiday: 27/10/23 - 03/11/23 

 
Autumn Term 2: 

Starts: Monday 6th November 2023 
Finishes: Thursday 21st December 2023 
Christmas holiday: 21/12/23 - 05/01/24 

 
Spring Term 1: 

Starts: Monday 8th January 2024 
Finishes: Friday 9th February 2024 

Half Term holiday: 12/02/24 - 16/02/24 
 

Spring Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 19th February 2024 
Finishes: Friday 22nd March 2024 
Easter holiday: 25/03/24 - 05/04/24 

 
Summer Term 1: 

Starts: Monday 8th April 2024 
Finishes: Friday 24th May 2024 

Half Term holiday: 27/05/24 - 31/06/24 
 

Summer Term 2: 
Starts: Tuesday 4th June 2024 
Finishes: Friday 19th July 2024 

Summer Holiday:  
starts on Monday 22nd July 2024 

 Proud Traditions  Wide Horizons  High Achievement 
Farnborough Road, Castle Vale, Birmingham, B35 7JA 

Phone number: 0121 675 9833 Mail: enquiries@chivenor-gst.org 

Remember to follow us on Twitter 
@ChivenorP 

For updates and celebrations of 
the wonderful things happening in 

our school 

Survivors of Domestic Violence  

Peer Support Group 

Compass are holding weekly peer  

support groups at the Sanctuary; an 

opportunity to interact with others 

who have similar experiences.  

FREE & CONFIDENTIAL 

For more details contact: 

Compasspathwaysdap@compass-

support.org.uk 

0121-748-8111 


