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Social Media & Communication 
We have a number of methods of communicating with our parents. If you havenôt already, 
please follow our Facebook and Twitter pages where we share all the amazing things we do 
here at Chivenor. If you could give us a ólikeô or a óshareô that would be appreciated. Class dojo 
is also being used to communicate what your child is doing in class and general whole school 
news. We try to update this daily. Any likes and comments are appreciated.   

https://www.facebook.com/chivenorGST 
@ChivenorP 

Please note that any messages need to come to school via Class Dojo NOT Facebook Messenger.  
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Summer 23/24 

17th July 2024 

Dear Chivenor Families,  

Reflecting is always a good way to move forward and this week, I have been doing lots of this 
so that we can evolve, develop and build on our successes and get even better.  

Some of these ideas will be shared in September, others we will involve you and work on 
with you so we develop our relationships and partnerships even more. 

A few ideas include: 

*Introducing soccer camps. 

*Looking at a óyouth clubô kind of offer to provide a safe place to play. 

*Introducing parental learning sessions. 

*Relaunching  our open mornings óTea & Toastô, a chance to chat with SLT. 

*Investigating the possibility of holding a table top sale or car boot. 

These are just a few of our ideas. 

We are growing and developing all the time and we intend to keep doing this to ensure we 
are providing the very best opportunities and experiences for our Griffins. 

Wishing you a fantastic summer 

 

Lisa Guest 

Executive Head 
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Pupil Parliament 
  
Our Pupil Parliament have had a fantastic year this year. They have had an impact on all     
elements of school, from introducing new snacks in the tuck shop, to redesigning the dining 
room.  
We would like to say a huge thank you  to them, for their drive and determination as well as 
their fantastic ideas. We look forward to seeing what next yearôs Pupil Parliament will 
achieve. 
 

Chivenor Newsletter

Dear Chivenor Families,  

As we draw a close to our 2023-2024 academic year, we reflect on what a fabulous year we 
have had at Chivenor.  

We are so proud of the óWide Horizonsô opportunities our Griffins have been able to access 
this year, from bell boating to theatre trips to performing on Shakespeareôs own stage. Our 
Proud Traditions have gone from strength to strength with more parents/carers attending 
than ever before! We have also had opportunities to start traditions such as óGAFtonburyô.  

Academically, our children have worked hard and we are proud of their high achievementsï 
and they should be proud too! We are particularly pleased with the determination and      
resilience our children who have taken statutory assessments have shown; phonics, SATsï 
they really have amazed us! Our Y6 Griffins in particular, approached their SATs with      
maturity, attending regular after school sessions and even Easter School. We wish our Y6 
Griffins well in the next stage of their academic journey and also say goodbye to Mr 
Bagshaw; we wish him all the best in his next adventure. 

Weôd also like to extend a big thank you to our retiring Pupil Parliament members who have 
had a hug impact in school this year, especially their work on the dining room allowing for a 
more comfortable eating environment.  

A huge thank you to all our staff who have worked so hard and provided so many exciting 
learning opportunities both in their classrooms and after school. 

To our families, thank you for your continued support; for attending events and working 
with us in partnership to ensure your childôs time at school is productive and happy. 

And finally, to our wonderful Griffins; we are so very proud of you all and all youôve 
achieved this year. We canôt wait to see you in September 2024 for another fabulous year 
ahead. 

 

Mrs Cox & Mrs Werrett 

Head of Lower School & Head of Upper School 

Proud Traditions  Wide Horizons  High Achievement 
Farnborough Road, Castle Vale, Birmingham, B35 7JA 

Phone number: 0121 675 9833 Mail: enquiries@chivenor-gst.org 

 ñIn you we believeôô 

Summer 23/24 

17th July 2024 



 
Our City Years Superstars 

As a school in September, we were pleased to    

welcome City Years into our family and they 

quickly became a massive part of Chivenor. These 

Young People volunteered to undertake the year 

long journey with us, taking a break in their     

studies at Aston University where they were     

studying degrees in English Language and Litera-

ture, Maths, Psychology, Sociology and Neurosci-

ence to give back to the community and inspire the 

next generation. They certainly have done that!  

The team known as óUbuntuô meaning ócommunityô have very much become an intrinsic 

part of our school community; they have worked alongside Griffins and staff alike,          

supported in and out of the classroom, on numerous visits and events and we have certainly 

missed their optimism and energy on Fridays.  

As it comes to the end of the journey for this year's City Years mentors, we reflect and      

celebrate on their achievements. It is with great pleasure that we congratulate our City 

Years team: Noah, Linchy, Julia, Mya, Sana and Shila on their graduation from the City 

Years program and thank them for their amazing contribution to Chivenor.  

To emphasise how amazing our team is, in addition to all graduating this week, Linchy was   

selected to be one of the presenters at the graduation ceremony and Mya was nominated to 

speak about her Chivenor journey at the event. Mya, Shila, Sana and Noah received special 

attendance certificates. 

Special mentions also go to Sana and Noah who won additional awards, 

that show how  special they have been to Chivenor. Sana won the 'Pride' 

award; Representing City Year consistently and demonstrating pride in 

the role, always giving her best and connecting to others. Noah was one 

of 4 nominations for the prestigious West Midland's City Years Mentor 

of the Year and deservedly won!  

We wish them all the very best as they continue their studies, complete 

their degrees and 

enter into their     

future careers. They 

will be hugely 

missed by all our 

Griffins and staff 

and they will always 

be part of our 

Chivenor family.  

Chivenor is proud of all 

of you! Thank you! 



 

 

The winning classes for 

this week are... 

KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

4C 

ʽʺːʽʺ̧ 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1S 
ʽʺːʸʷ̧ 

The winning class for the            

academic year so far is... 

3W 

94.98% 

#SchoolAttendanceMatters 

Week beg: 15th July 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Being on time is just as important!  

 

If you miss 15 minutes every day for one 

week, you have lost over an hour of       

learning! 

 

Our gates open at 8:35am every day and   

lessons start at 8:50am. 

 

Just a gentle reminder that school finishes 

at 3:15pm and after school clubs finish at 

4:15pm. Parents, please donôt be late! 

Did you know that your childôs best 

learning time is the start of the school 

day? 

Thatôs when every minute counts the 

most! 

The winning classes for 

Summer Term 2 are... 
KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

4C 
ʽʸːʸʽ̧ 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1S 
ʽʷːʸʽ̧ 

Do you need further support with       

attendance? 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hinkley are always     

available to offer advice and support to help 

ensure your child is able to attend every   

day and reach their full potential.  

Please call the office to book an                   

appointment or a call-back. 

attendance@chivenor-gst.org 



 

 

 Y1 Visit Barry Island 

Year 1 had the most amazing time at Barry Island.  They loved the fact 
that they were in a different country! 
 
The children wowed the RNLI by sharing what they already knew 
about water and beach safety and what the different flags that we see 
on the beach mean. They had obviously been listening really well  
during their lessons! Our Griffins got to sit in a lifeboat, try on    
equipment and see a real lifeboat on the beach ready for action.   
 
Jumping the waves and making sandcastles were possibly the      
highlights of the day - although they did also enjoy fish and chips and 
an ice cream! Well it wouldnôt be a seaside trip without ice cream! 
Favourite quotes of the day:  
ñI can see the whole world from up hereô and óBest day ever!ô 

Reception walk the óLucky Tailsô Alpacas 
 
This half term, our Reception Griffins visited the óLucky Tails Alpaca Farmô. After a brief 
introduction to the exciting opportunities available at the farm, the children were taken 
to meet all the furry animals.  
 
They were shown how to harness up their Alpaca, before going for a very leisurely stroll 
around the land with Norman, Jon Snow and Dark Knightðjust to name a few! After     
returning the Alpacas to their paddocks the children were taken to meet the cheeky     
pygmy goats, the strange and curious Valais Blacknose sheep, noisy guinea pigs, friendly 
meerkats and adorable miniature and mammoth donkeys. The children loved feeding the 
animals and cuddling the cute fluffy rabbits. Both Griffins, and 
staff, had an amazing time and what an experience they had! 
 
Quotes of the day 
 
óI love him and I want to take him homeô.  
óThat pig looks like George - the big one must be Peppaô 
óI like to move it, move itô (when they spotted the meerkats). 



 
 

 

 

 

Y6 Residential 

Year 6 pupils had an amazing time having fun at their 
residential. Camp fires, assault courses and outdoor 
games were just a few of the activities they enjoyed in 
the daytime. As dusk set in, the pupils enjoyed some 
arts and crafts, a giant game of hide and seek and a 
fish and chip supper. After a warming hot chocolate, 
the children settled down for a good night's sleep in 
the school hall. Pancakes in the morning set them up 
for another day of fun activities.  

The Lion King 

Year 6's final show was The Lion King Jr and what a way to end their time 

at Chivenor. The principal characters worked so hard to learn their lines 

and they wowed the audience with their solo songs. The Lioness pride 

showed excellent dance performance skills and the ensemble sang all the 

best loved songs together. There was even live drumming. Well done to 

everyone involved and thank you Year 6 2024 for an amazing show! 

Our Griffins are at the heart of     

everything we doé. 

...here is a list of all the opportunities 

and experiences that have been on   

offer to our Griffins during 2023-2024 



 
Term Dates - 2024/25 

 
Autumn Term 1 

Starts: Tuesday 3rd September 2024 
Finishes: Thursday 24th October 2024 

INSET: 2nd September 2024 
INSET: 25th October 2024 

Half Term holiday: 28/10/24 - 01/11/24 
 

Autumn Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 4th November 2024 
Finishes: Thursday 19th December 2024 

INSET: 20th December 2024 
Christmas holiday: 23/12/24 - 03/01/25 

 
Spring Term 1 

Starts: Monday 6th January 2025 
Finishes: Friday 14th February 2025 
Half Term holiday: 17/02/25 - 21/02/25 

 
Spring Term 2: 

Starts: Tuesday 25th February 2025 
Finishes: Friday 11th April 2025 
INSET: 24th February 2025 

Easter holiday: 14/04/25 - 25/04/25 
 

Summer Term 1 
Starts: Monday 28th April 2025 
Finishes: Friday 23rd May 2025 
Bank Holiday: 5th May 2025 

Half Term holiday: 26/05/25 - 30/05/25 
 

Summer Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 2nd June 2025 
Finishes: Friday 18th July 2025 
INSET: Monday 21st July 2025 

Summer Holiday: starts on 22nd July 
2025 

 
Total 190 days: 

INSET days subject to change 
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Reading this year 

This year there has been lots of amazing reading 

and writing at Chivenor. We have done a variety 

of events to  promote reading such as the  author 

coming to school to read books to our children, a 

book swap and the book fair! Reading has been 

promoted through school by children reading to 

each other across different year groups - this 

was a great success! In writing, we have used our 

amazing texts to write high quality pieces of 

work, including amazing poetry in Year 4,       

narratives in Year 6 and speeches in Year 3!  

Mrs Watson also received a box of books from 

the Premier League 

for entering the    

National Writing 

Day Book Giveaway. 

Well done to our 

winners!  

Y5 Adopt a Chef 

Y5 have been a part of adopt-a-chef this year 

where they have been learning about their       

flavour pallet, making salads and using our skills 

to make and cook bread. We have looked at both 

the art and science of cooking and learned how 

yeast makes bread rise and how we have           

different sections of our tongue that explore    

different flavours.   



 

Summer term 2 in photos 
This half term has been jam-packed with GAF, GAFtonbury, sports days, óProud to 

be a Brummieô projects, visits to Barry Island, trackit points exchanged for prizes, 

SATs celebrations and Residentials, Funday 

Monday and tons of exciting learning taking 

place around our school. Pictured is a     

snippet of some of the highs of Summer 

term 2. Please look on Class Dojo and our 

Social media platforms for more photos of 

what our Griffins have been up to! 



 

Summer term 2 photos continued... 

 


