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Summer 24/25 

18th July 2025 

Dear Griffin families 

As we approach the end of another academic year, you may find yourself, like I 
am, wondering where to start when reflecting on the successes we have achieved together. 
This year has undoubtedly been an amazing one, filled with numerous highlights, too many 
to mention in detail. However, I would like to take this opportunity to share a few of our 
proudest moments. 

One of the most significant achievements this year was our Ofsted report, during which    
inspectors recognised our schoolôs strengths, awarding us an outstanding rating in two     
areas. They truly saw and understood who we are as a school community, navigating the 
challenges of the two-day inspection with resilience and pride. Additionally, our remarkable 
achievements in the statutory tests reflect the hard work and dedication of our staff, who 
have tirelessly operated behind the scenes. These recognitions are immensely deserved. 

Our Griffins have shone brightly this year across a multitude of areas. Their sporting         
accomplishments, including qualifying for events at the Griffin National Finals (GNF) and 
our KS2 girls becoming National Champions and our Year 3 & 4 football team winning a   
local tournament just last week. All filled us with immense pride. It was a delight to witness 
such talent and determination. Furthermore, we held our first-ever sports day at Castle Vale 
Stadium fields, a partnership we are thrilled to have established this year, along with the 
Birmingham City Foundation. 

In terms of school improvements, we have made significant strides this year, including the 
installation of a new roof, with a few minor touches planned for next year. We have also 
maximised our internal spaces for enhanced learning experiences. 

Now, as we prepare to recharge our batteries for the 2025/26 academic year, there is much 
to look forward to, including celebrations for the 60th anniversary of Chivenor. If you know 
anyone who attended the school, especially grandparents, kindly let us know when we       
return, so we can ensure they receive an invitation to join us in reflecting on and celebrating 
our extraordinary school. 

As we end the school year we say a goodbye to Mr Walker after 16 years here at Chivenor. 
His dedication to the families on the Vale, care and patience with pupils and support to staff 
is immeasurable, his sense of calm and resilience will be missed but we wish him all the very 
best in his new venture and challenge. 

We are proud to have fostered a genuine sense of community at Chivenor this year. We     
remain committed to supporting you and your child, ensuring they receive the very best 
start to their educational journey. 

Thank you for your continuous support and collaboration. Have a great summer and we will 
see you all on Tuesday 2nd September to do it all again. 

Lisa Guest 

Executive Head 
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Social Media & Communication 

We have a number of methods of communicating with our parents. If you havenôt already, 

please follow our Facebook and Twitter pages where we share all the amazing things we do 

here at Chivenor. If you could give us a ólikeô or a óshareô that would be appreciated. Class dojo 

is also being used to communicate what your child is doing in class and general whole school 

news. We try to update this daily. Any likes and comments are appreciated.   

Please note that any messages need to come to school via Class Dojo NOT Facebook Messenger.  

Chivenor Newsletter

Dear Chivenor Families,  

We have come to the end of our 24/25 academic year and what a year it has been!  Not only 
have we had external success though our fantastic Ofsted Report but we have also had      
internal successes too numerous to count in sports, academics and art.  
Our commitment to providing our children with high quality trips and experiences has    
continued, with every year group having at least one visit off site including, The Lion King in 
London, Harry Potter World and our trip to Barry Island beach. 
 
We have welcomed a number of guests into school including our regular visitors PCSO  
Duncan Long, Lee Chapman from BCFC , the animal man and Simon our Amazon explorer. 
This year, however, we have also welcomed some new visitors, in particular Peter Armitage 
MBE, who has been instrumental in providing rewards and activities for children this year.  
 
We continue to work hard to strengthen our links within the local community not least with 
Castle Vale Pool, The Sanctuary and Pioneer. We are particularly proud of the project     
Generation Griffin has begun at Phoenix Court, with generations spending time to learn 
from each other - as one of our year 4's said 'They are our friends!' 
 
Our Pupil Parliament have remained a driving force within school, having real impact on the 
playground and dining room and this year working with our HUB GST schools to start our 
fundraising efforts to raise money for Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
 
We are also delighted to  have welcomed some new members to our Griffin Family with Mrs 
Rowe, Miss McClenaghan and Miss Gulshan all having celebrated the safe arrivals of their 
babies during the past year - Congratulations!  
 
We have worked together, studied together, been through hard times together and             
celebrated together and we now wish our Griffins, families, staff and community a           
wonderful, safe and restful summer holiday. 
 
See you on Tuesday 2nd September! 
 

Mrs Cox & Mrs Werrett 

Head of Lower School & Head of Upper School 
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Our City Years Superstars 2025 

Our City Years Team of 2025 volunteered to undertake the year 

long journey with us, taking a break in their studies at Aston     

University where they were studying degrees in English Language 

and Literature, Maths, Psychology, Sociology and Neuroscience to 

give back to the community and inspire the next generation. They 

certainly have done that!  

The team known as óUbuntuô meaning ócommunityô have very 

much become a part of our school community; they have worked 

alongside Griffins and staff alike, supported in and out of the classroom, on numerous    

visits and events. Theyôve helped with weekly sessions at the Sanctuary, helping to run     

attendance initiatives, led assemblies and have even run after school clubs- the crotchet 

and well-being clubs will be missed! We have certainly missed their optimism and presence 

on Fridays! Our Griffins have benefitted from these Young people is many ways over the 

year but we hope we have made an impact on their lives too: Anis in particular now knows 

how to make a smoothie!  

As it comes to the end of the Chivenor journey for this year's City Years mentors, we reflect 

and celebrate on their achievements. It is with great pleasure that we congratulate our City 

Years team: Isha, Naomi, Amani, Anis, Avais, Aysha, Rezan and Zuhra on their graduation 

from the City Years program and thank them for their contributions to Chivenor.  

To emphasise how amazing our team is, in addition to all graduating this week, Aysha and 

Anis have been selected to present at the graduation ceremony.  

Special mentions go to Anis who won the óBuilding Communityô award, Naomi who won 

óEnrichment and Extracurricular activitiesô award, Isha won the 

ó100% attendance awardô and Naomi and Aysha who both won a óhigh 

attendance awardô. Isha and Aysha were both nominated for óMentor 

of the Yearô and we are delighted to announce that for the second 

year running one of our Chivenor mentors, Aysha, has won the 

óMentor of the Yearô award! Well done to all the team! 

We wish them all the very best as they continue their studies,       

complete their degrees and enter into their future    

careers. They will be hugely missed by all our Griffins 

and staff and they will always be part of our Chivenor 

family.  

Chivenor is proud of all of you! Thank you! 



 

 

The winning classes for 

this week are... 

KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

6O 
ʽʺːʸ̧ 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1S 
ʽʷːʹ̧ 

The winning class for the            

academic year so far is... 

6O 

94.3% 

#SchoolAttendanceMatters 

Week beg: 14th July 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Being on time is just as important!  

 

If you miss 15 minutes every day for one 

week, you have lost over an hour of       

learning! 

 

Our gates open at 8:35am every day and   

lessons start at 8:50am. 

 

Just a gentle reminder that school finishes 

at 3:15pm and after school clubs finish at 

4:15pm. Parents, please donôt be late! 

Did you know that your childôs best 

learning time is the start of the school 

day? 

Thatôs when every minute counts the 

most! 

The winning classes for 

Summer Term 2 are... 
KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

4C 
ʽʺːʸ̧ 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1B 
ʽʷːʵ̧ 

Do you need further support with       

attendance? 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hinkley are always     

available to offer advice and support to help 

ensure your child is able to attend every   

day and reach their full potential.  

Please call the office to book an                   

appointment or a call-back. 

attendance@chivenor-gst.org 



 

 

 Y1 Visit Barry Island 

Year 1 had the most amazing time at Barry Island. The sun shone, the fish and chips were 
delicious and our Griffins not only made sandcastles but also lots of wonderful memories! 
They were given a little bit of ôBarryô to take home as a keepsakeðthank you Miss J for the 
thoughtful gift!  
  
Our Griffins wowed the RNLI by sharing what they already knew about water and beach 

safety and what the different flags that we see on the 
beach mean. They had   
obviously been listening 
really well during their   
lessons! Our Griffins got to 
sit in a lifeboat, try on 
equipment and see a real 
lifeboat on the beach ready 
for action.  

Reception walk the                     
óLucky Tailsô Alpacas 

 
Reception had an amazing time at the 
óLucky Tails Alpaca Farmô. They were 
fantastic when walking the Alpacas and 
loved seeing the sheep, goats and pigs. 
They joined the animal handlers inside 
the secure enclosure, to meet the       
meerkats for a unique animal experience 
with these furry friends. Our Griffins had 
fun feeding the animals and cuddling  
baby rabbits.  
What a fantastic experience for everyone! 



 

 

 Symphony Hall 

4 Cadbury absolutely smashed it at Symphony Hall! The children 
had some experience singing the Motown Medley in front of an     
audience but nothing compared to what they experienced on the 
night. The children were so professional and came together with 10 
other Birmingham schools to become a Mass choir. 350 children, 

who had only met that day, sang 
their hearts out to a very               
appreciative audience. They were 
then treated to 'Live' music from Secondary schools 
(including our own Mrs Werrettôs son on the drums!) They 
heard a range of musical styles played on a variety of        
instruments. It was a brilliant night. Bring on Year 4 2026 - 
we can't wait to do it again! 

GAFtonbury 
 
WOW! Our Proud Tradition of a summer music festival is     
getting better every year. Every young Griffin performed at 
least one music number. A full packed audience enjoyed   
singing, dancing, percussion and tuned instrument             
performances and even a very special solo song. We also had 
VIP guests, including Mr Doyle, who thoroughly enjoyed the 
performances. We are so proud of our talented children who 
have a great understanding of the benefit of music and performance to their well being. 
The smiles on their faces show how much they enjoy all aspects of music education and 
we love sharing it with the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

GAF residential  
Our Griffins made so many memories they will remember forever! 
Throughout the week, our Griffins had a number of different activities 
they joined in with; Shakespeare workshop where they performed  
Romeo and Juliet, Royal Ballet workshop where our Griffins got to 
explore backstage and create their own dances. They visited the      
Botanical Gardens and created their own artwork using natural      
materials they had found. Our Griffins explored the amazing            
architecture around Birmingham city centre and looked around the 
IKON art gallery. They definitely saved the best till last on the final 
night as they got to learn how to Ceili dance. What a great way to end 
such a fabulous Proud Tradition that is GAF!  
 
***Megan's highlight: óMy most favourite part was the Botanical          
Gardens. It was really cool to see all the different types of plants and 
trees that were there. There was even a leaf that was nearly bigger than 
meô 
***Pearl's highlight: óBeing able to walk around Birmingham to explore 
the architecture. We even got to go through Birmingham Library and 
look out over the city of 
Birmingham. Something 
I have never seen          
before.ô  
***Marlie's highlight: 
óThe Shakespeare      
workshop was so cool! 
We got to be as creative 
as we wanted to be!ô 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Our Griffins are at the heart of     

everything we doé. 

...here is a list of all the opportunities 

and experiences that have been on   

offer to our Griffins during 2024-2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Year 1S and staff who have become Guinness World Record Holders! A 
few weeks ago, they took part in the Worldôs biggest cookery lesson and school received  
confirmation this week that they are now official! A special thanks to Mrs Hinkley who      
organised the event. The official certificate and medal will be display in the new academic 
year.  

PIONEER CADETS 
 
We gathered on Thursday for an amazing occasion. We had children from Chivenor who 
have  completed their Pioneer Cadets Gold Award, demonstrating outstanding commitment 
and resilience throughout the process. After 21 weeks, they have finally earned the title of 
the first Pioneers in our school.  
 
We also had a group who completed 
their Pioneer Cadets Silver Award, 
our future Gold Award recipients.                     
Congratulations to all of you. We 
are so proud of what you have 
achieved.  
 



 
Peter Armitage MBE 

It has been a pleasure to work 
closely with Peter Armitage 
MBE this year. Not only has   
Peter given classes talks about 
the Post Office and WW2 but 
he has also handed out a   
number of medals and          
trophies to celebrate children's        
achievements. As a special   
reward, Peter also organised a trip to the Staffordshire War Museum for a number of our 
Year 5 children who won a WW2 competition. Peter has also made some extremely         
generous donations to our fundraising efforts this year. We are delighted to be welcoming 
Peter back in the Autumn term to continue his work with our school.   

Y6 Residential 

Year 6 had an unforgettable time on their 
residential trip! From roasting sômores 
around the campfire to tackling an exciting       
inflatable obstacle course, the fun never 
stopped. With the sun shining, everyone 
stayed cool with water games and made the 
most of every momentðwhether it was    
playing football, laughing with friends, or 
simply enjoying the great outdoors. 
One of the highlights was sharing a delicious 
fish and chip dinner outside,    
soaking up the warm weather and 
good company. It was a truly     
special experience, filled with 
laughter, adventure, and lasting 
memoriesðjust the send-off they 
deserve before heading off to      
secondary school! 

This year, Year 6 put on their production of School of 

Pop ï a fun and lively play about a former pop star, 

Barry Garlow, who ends up teaching in Year 6. 

The performance was full of 'pop-tastic' songs, strong 

acting, and great singing. The students worked         

incredibly hard in rehearsals and delivered a fantastic 

show. Weôre really proud of everything theyôve 

achieved ï well done Year 6!  



 
Term Dates - 2025/26 

 
Autumn Term 1 

Starts: Tuesday 2nd September 2025 
Finishes: Thursday 23rd October 2025 

INSET: 1st September 2025 
INSET: 24th October 2025 

Half Term holiday: 27/10/25 - 03/11/25 
 

Autumn Term 2: 
Starts: Tuesday 4th November 2025 
Finishes: Thursday 18th December 2025 

INSET: 3rd November 2025 
INSET: 19th December 2025 

Christmas holiday: 22/12/25 - 04/01/25 
 

Spring Term 1 
Starts: Monday 5th January 2026 
Finishes: Friday 13th February 2026 

Half Term holiday: 16/02/26 - 20/02/26 
 

Spring Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 23rd February 2026 
Finishes: Friday 27th March 2026 
Easter holiday: 30/03/26 - 10/04/26 

 
Summer Term 1 

Starts: Monday 13th April 2026 
Finishes: Friday 22nd May 2026 
Bank Holiday: 4th May 2026 

Half Term holiday: 25/05/26 - 29/05/26 
 

Summer Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 1st June 2026 
Finishes: Friday 17th July 2026 
INSET: Monday 20th July 2026 

Summer Holiday: starts on 20th July 
2026 

 
Total 190 days: 

INSET days subject to change 
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There are óno barriersô here  

Generation Griffin 

Generation Griffin have made some fantastic 

friendships with the residents of Phoenix Court 

this year. From playing bingo and board games 

to carpet boules and art workshops they have 

enjoyed taking part in activities while talking 

about the differences in their lives today and 

how things were in 

the past. Our Year 5 

Generation Griffins 

have now finished 

their sessions and we 

look forward to      

selecting our new 

Generation Griffins 

from the current 

Year 3's.   

Pupil Parliament 

Pupil Parliament had a successful year taking 

part in a number of initiatives and events. They 

worked hard supporting parents evenings, the 

Christmas fair and Easter fair and managed to 

raise over Ã200 for Guide Dogs for The Blind. 

They also met the leadership teams of our West 

Midlands Hub Schools and took part in a joint 

residential to London where 

they visited The Houses of  

Parliament. We would like to 

thank them for their fantastic 

efforts this year and look     

forward to welcoming our new 

Parliament members in      

September.  


