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Chivenor Newsletter

Dear Chivenor Families,  

As we reach the end of the 2025/26 academic year, we want to take a moment to reflect on what an 

incredible year it has been. Across sports, academics and the arts, our Griffins have achieved internal 

successes too numerous to count and we are immensely proud of their dedication, creativity and 

hard work. 

Our commitment to providing our children with high-quality trips and experiences has remained as 

strong as ever. Every single year group has enjoyed at least one off-site visit this year, with memora-

ble highlights including watching The Lion King in London, exploring Harry Potter World and Y1 

enjoying their trip to Barry Island. Alongside these adventures, we have been delighted to welcome  

new guests into school to inspire our pupils, as well as our regular visitors PCSO Duncan Long and 

the Community Police, the Animal Man, Peter Armitage MBE and Simon, our Mayan explorer. 

Strengthening our links within the local community remains a core priority. We have continued to 

build on our partnerships with Castle Vale Pool, Castle Vale Stadium, and Pioneer and continued to 

build partnerships with Phoenix Court as part of our Generation Griffin project.  

Our Pupil Parliament has remained a true driving force within the school supporting at Parents    

Evenings and relaunching the class dojo points. They have worked on a special project this year as 

part of our 60th Anniversary and Heritage Project (more details on pg 15). 

As always, a school year brings both fond farewells and exciting new beginnings. We say a heartfelt 

goodbye to Mrs Hobbs and thank her for her many years of dedicated service here at Chivenor. We 

also say goodbye and thank you to Mr Riley from BCFC, who is moving on to a new role within the 

Academy, and to Miss Aserie, who also leaves us this summer. We are however, delighted to wel-

come Miss Skeet who will be joining us in Year 5 in September. 

We would also like to express our gratitude to all the student teachers who have trained with us over 

the past year. We extend a special thank you to Mr Dance, who spent the entire year with our Y6 

Griffins and chose to return after completing his course to support them through the end of term. 

In some wonderful news for our Griffin Family, Miss Preece and Miss Barrett have both celebrated 

the safe arrivals of their new babies this past year—huge congratulations to them both! We would 

also like to wish Miss Keeling all the very best as she gets married this summer; we look forward to 

welcoming her back in September as Mrs Haycock.  

To our Year 6 Griffins: we wish you the absolute best as you move on to the next stage of your          

academic journey. We will miss you but please also remember you will always be part of our 

Chivenor family; we know you will continue to shine and live out our Chivenor Values beyond our 

gates. Looking ahead to September, we are excited to welcome not only our new Reception Griffins, 

but also our Little Learners and Mini Griffins as our Nursery officially opens. Exciting times ahead! 

We have worked together, studied together, navigated challenges together and celebrated our 

achievements as one. We wish all of our Griffins, their families, our staff, and the wider community a 

wonderful, safe, and restful summer holiday. 

We look forward to seeing you all refreshed on Wednesday 2nd September! 

Mrs Cox & Mrs Werrett     

Heads of School 

Proud Traditions  Wide Horizons  High Achievement 
Farnborough Road, Castle Vale, Birmingham, B35 7JA 
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 “In you we believe’’ 

Summer 25/26 

17th July 2026 



 

 

The winning classes for 

this term are... 

KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

6O 
 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1S 
93.4% 

Attendance Champions 

100% attendance this term 

Week beg: 17th July 2026 

The winning classes this 

academic year are... 
KS2 Attendance 

Champions: 

4C 
94.65% 

KS1 Attendance 

Champions: 

1W 
93.96% 

100% attendance for the academic 
year 2025-2026! 

Sebastian-Constanin, Jordyn, Esila, Oma, 
Poppy, Lincoln, Malachy, Jaxx, Nate, Lexi, 
Teire, Lacey-Mae, Sophia, Kayla, Sophie,  

Samuel, Eva, Josh and Kyle 
 

A very special mention for Josh who has 
had 100% attendance throughout the 
whole school! What an achievement!     

Congratulations Josh! 

Reception 

Noah, Emily, Eevie, Eliza,        

Mohammed, Isla & Sebastian 

Year 6 

Kyle, Josh, Noah, Hollie-Mae, 

Eva, Housseine, Samuel, Sophie, 

Megan, Zak, Khoudia, Kayla,     

Le-Tayah, Chimdindu, Hassane, 

and Sophia 

Year 5 

Johann, Scarlett, Antoinette, 

Lacey-Mae, Eman, Teire, Rachel, 

Nysaya and Sam  

Year 4 

Mason, Ryan, Amelia, Ivana,    

Divine, Arayah-Charm, Darcie,     

Violet, Alfie, Tyler, Lexi & Nadia 

Year 3 

Chase, Nate, Shajari, Jaxx,     

Freddie, Malachy and Lyla 

Year 2 

Layla, Maddison, William, 

Keona, Effie, Ojarie, Tyler, Oma, 

Poppy, Lincoln, Maya & Haze 

Year 1 

Shayleigh, Tavia-Leigh, Angie-

Grace, Esila, Amani & Jordyn 



 

 

House Points Update: 

House points are given to winners of 

competitions throughout the term.              

Congratulations to the winning team. 

Year group attendance for this 

term: 

Rec: 92.47% 

Y1: 93.76% 

Y2: 91.07% 

Y3: 91.86% 

Y4: 93.69% 

Y5: 93.62% 

Y6: 93.44% 

#SchoolAttendanceMatters 

#SchoolAttendanceMatters 

 

Do you need further support with       

attendance? 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hinkley are always     

available to offer advice and support to help 

ensure your child is able to attend every   

day and reach their full potential.  

Please call the office to book an                   

appointment or a call-back. 

attendance@chivenor-gst.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Dojo Points 

Congratulations to the top 5 

Class Dojo Point Winners over 

the academic year 2025-2026: 

1) Ivana 

2) Violet 

3) Ryan L 

4) Isla H 

5) Rhia W 

 

Top 5 categories of Class Dojo 

Points awarded: 

1) Good work - 10,262 

2) School Values - 3,770 

3) Going above & beyond- 623 

4) Good listening/sitting - 584 

5) Following instructions - 404 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of Schools Award 

Griffins have been nominated by their 

teacher for excellence throughout the                                             

Academic Year 2025-2026. 

 

100% Attendance for the         

Summer term  

 

 

 

 

 

We have a number of griffins who have also  

been recognised for achieving 100% for the 

whole Academic year 2025-2026– that’s a 

whole year without a single day off! 

 

These children will be receiving their       

rewards in September when we relaunch 

our attendance rewards. Y6 leavers           

received their prizes yesterday.      

Special mention to Josh R who has not had 

a single day off throughout his entire 

Chivenor journey! Well done Josh! 

“In you we believe’’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Star Awards 

Griffins have been chosen in 

recognition for living out the 

Chivenor School Values during 

the academic year 2025-2026 

Well done Awards 

Griffins who have been chosen 

for  excellence in academics 

across the academic year       

2025-2026 

 

“In you we believe’’ 



 
Y6 Residential 

On Thursday 9th July to Friday 10th, Year 6 students                
participated in a Proud Tradition at Chivenor Primary School- 
the Year 6 residential.  This is a celebration of all the hard work 
and effort which the pupils had put into a very important year in 
their education.  Thursday began with exciting activities:          
inflatable axe throwing, biscuit decorating, orienteering and an 
inflatable assault course.  
After a picnic lunch, there was a water fight- a relief in the 
heat!  The children then set up their sleeping areas and had a 
session making their Graduation hats for their leaving ceremony 
on Friday.  Once completed, there was a fish and chip supper for 
all and even a special birthday celebration (including cake) for 
one of our young Griffins.  Activities done, the children settled 
down to watch the world cup match before bed.  The next    
morning, it was clearing the halls and breakfast before           
completing some final pieces for their performance.  In short, a lot of memories and laughs!  

Year 1 visit Barry Island 
Year 1 had an amazing time in Barry Island. The sun shone, the fish 
and chips were delicious and our Griffins made not only sand       
angels but lots of wonderful memories too! They learnt so much 
about the RNLI and how they look after the community. Our     
Griffins got to sit in a lifeboat, try on equipment and see a real    
lifeboat on the beach ready for action. Our Y1 Griffins loved         

pretending to be lifeguards.  

Reception walk the ‘Lucky Tails’ Alpacas 
 
The educational visit to the alpaca farm provided our little Griffin 
explorers with an excellent hands-on learning experience. The visit 
was closely linked to key areas of the Early Years curriculum,         
particularly as the children explored new textures by feeling the soft       
alpaca fleece and practiced active listening to hear the animals' 
unique sounds.  During the visit, the children made 
wonderful observations, commenting, "The  alpaca 
feels soft." and learning about their behaviour,           
observing that "The alpacas start to move when we 
clap."   Furthermore, the children enjoyed feeding the 
alpacas their favourite crunchy snacks, which helped 
them practice patience, gentle handling, and fine      
motor skills. Overall, the children thoroughly enjoyed 
the trip and created wonderful, lasting memories.   
 



 
Sport this year 

What an incredible, action-packed year of sports and physical activity 
our pupils have had! Each class have received at least 2 high quality 
PE sessions per week whether that’s from Miss Bailey from JC       
Academy, a swimming session at Castle Vale Community Pool or a  
session at Castle Vale Stadium, the sporting environments and          
opportunities have increased this academic year. Wide Horizons   
within sports this year have included meeting elite Team GB athletes 
to competing on national stages, our children have demonstrated   
brilliant teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship. 
 
Here is a look back at our fantastic sporting journey this year: 
 
Autumn Term: Elite Stadiums & Inspiring Athletes 
September: Our Key Stage 2 (KS2) girls kicked off the year with an  exciting trip to the      
historic Alexander Stadium for a special Women's World Cup event, inspiring the next     
generation of female athletes. 
 
October: A busy month of inspiration! While 12 of our Year 6 pupils proudly represented the 
school at the Griffin Sports Festival (held at NCS), the rest of the school received a very     
special visit from Team GB Gymnast and ex-pupil, Zion. Selected classes were lucky enough 
to take part in an exclusive, high-energy workshop with him. 
 
November: Year 5 took a trip to the world-class St. George’s Park—the home of English    
football—where they watched the England Under-21s train and even got to meet the players 
face-to-face. 
 
Winter Term: Festivals, Tournaments & Regional Wins 
January: We welcomed professional coaches from Warwickshire Cricket Club, who delivered 
fantastic cricket lessons to all KS2 pupils over a 5-week block. In the same month, our Year 5 
and 6 pupils showcased their racket skills at a Badminton Festival hosted by Erdington 
Academy. 
 
February: A massive month for competitive success! Selected pupils travelled to the Tipton 
Sports Academy for the Midlands Games against the West Midlands Griffin Schools. A huge 
congratulations to both our Football and Kurling teams, who came home as champions! 
 
Also in February: Our KS2 football team tested their skills at the prestigious BCFC Vertu  
Primary Schools tournament, held at the Knighthead Performance Centre. 
 
Spring & Summer Term: Life Skills & National Finals 
April: Year 5 took to two wheels for a week-long Bikeability course, learning vital road safety 
and cycling skills to keep them safe and active. 
 
June: To wrap up an amazing year of competition, our Year 4 football team and our KS2 
Kurling teams travelled down to Oxford to compete in the prestigious GST National Finals—
a phenomenal achievement for all involved! 
 
We would like to extend a huge thank you to Birmingham City Foundation, who have been 
working closely with us in school again 
this year. In particular Mr Riley who will 
be starting a new adventure within the 
club in September. Thank you Mr Riley– 
we wish you all the very best in the      
future.  



 
Sporting highlights 



 
 English Round up 

A massive well done to Lower School! We 
were incredibly impressed by your fantastic 
engagement with Boom Reader and the    
wonderful improvement we saw in reading at 
home. Your dedication truly paid off. 
Alongside this, our talented young authors 
achieved brilliant success in their writing as 
part of the Griffin Literary Festival. By        
exploring and writing from the unique       
perspective of our local area for the 'Our Story, Our Heritage' initiative, you beautifully 
brought our community's history to life. We were so incredibly proud of all your hard work 
and creativity. You truly gave it your all! 

Wide Horizons Round up 

This year has been an extraordinary journey of exploration, creativity and connection as we 
have widened our horizons together over the past twelve months. 
From the very start of their school journey, our Reception pupils had a wonderful, hands-on 
animal adventure at Lucky Tails Adventure Farm, while Year 1 headed to the coast for a   
classic, joyful British seaside day out at Barry Island and Year 2 stepped back in time to     
explore Tudor history up close at Selly Manor. Year 3 connected with nature during their trip 
to Jones’ Wood, and both Year 3 and Year 5 partnered up with our friends at Bramford for a 
hands-on, inspiring Phizzy Lab science experience. Year 4 were absolutely mesmerised by 
the West End magic of The Lion King theatre trip, Year 5 brought their history curriculum to 
life with a deeply educational visit to the Staffordshire Regiment Museum and Year 6         
celebrated their hard work with a magical, behind-the-scenes trip to Warner Bros. Studio 
Tour – The Making of Harry Potter. 
Beyond these incredible journeys, our pupils embraced culture, sport and community by 
watching the future stars of football, the England Under-21 squad, train at the world-class St 
George’s Park, while our talented vocalists sang at the prestigious Symphony Hall and paid 
their respects with a moving performance at St Cuthbert’s Church for Remembrance Sunday. 
We also enjoyed brilliant theatrical experiences with visiting shows at Greenwood School and 
our Pupil Parliament travelled to our partner school, Perry Wood, to collaborate with other 
young leaders. Closer to home, we loved welcoming our parents and carers into school for 
our regular workshops and informal drop-in sessions, offering a wide range of after school 
clubs, alongside plenty of fun-filled memory-making outside of school hours, including our 
spooky Halloween discos and cosy school film nights. Wide Horizons is about showing our 
children that there are no limits to what they can achieve, where they can go, or who they can 
become, and we thank all of our incredible staff, supportive families, and wonderful partner 
schools who have worked so hard to make this year of Wide Horizons a resounding success. 

Music highlights this year... 

Yr 3 have enjoyed lots of Drama lessons this year. The pupils loved being 'reporters and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory characters'. They created and performed their own 
scripts based on winning the golden ticket. The use of props helped bring the characters to 
life. 
Year 4 sang at Symphony Hall this week and performed a 12 minute medley of Elton John 
classics. They were joined by 300 children from other Birmingham schools, watched      
children perform musical ensembles and the event was presented by Birmingham's own 
'Des the weatherman'. This proud tradition and our young Griffin's commitment never    
disappoint. 
Yr 6 worked very hard last Christmas to learn traditional carols, some in another language. 
We travelled to London and joined the other Griffin schools to sing at St Giles Church, in 
the heart of the city. It was a memorable experience for us all.  



 
Term Dates - 2026/2027 

 
Autumn Term 1 

Starts: Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
Finishes: Tuesday 20th October 2026 

INSET: 1st September 2026 
INSET: 21st, 22nd, 23rd October 2026 

Half Term holiday: 26/10/26 - 30/11/26 
 

Autumn Term 2: 
Starts: Monday 2nd November 2026 
Finishes: Friday 18th December 2026 

Christmas holiday: 21/12/26 - 01/01/27 
 

Spring Term 1 
Starts: Monday 4th January 2027 

Finishes: Friday 12th February 2027 
Half Term holiday: 15/02/27 - 19/02/27 

 
Spring Term 2: 

Starts: Monday 22nd February 2027 
Finishes: Thursday 25th March 2027 

Bank Holiday: 26th March 2027 
Easter holiday: 29/03/27 - 09/04/27 

 
Summer Term 1 

Starts: Monday 12th April 2027 
Finishes: Friday 28th May 2027 

Bank Holiday: 3rd May 2027 
Half Term holiday: 31/05/27 - 04/06/27 

 
Summer Term 2: 

Starts: Monday 7th June 2027 
Finishes: Tuesday 20th July 2027 
INSET: Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Summer Holiday: starts on 22nd July 
2027 

 
Total 190 days: 

INSET days subject to change 
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Maths Round up 

We are absolutely thrilled to share that maths at 

Chivenor is going from strength to strength! Over 

the recent weeks, our pupils across all year groups 

have demonstrated exceptional dedication,           

resilience, and passion for the subject. From        

national challenges to official assessments, the hard 

work of our children has truly shone through. Here 

are the fantastic mathematical milestones we are 

celebrating this term: 

School-Wide Reasoning Challenges: Pupils across 

the entire school have tackled complex logical  

problems, sharpening their critical thinking and 

learning how to explain their mathematical         

reasoning with confidence. 

NSPCC Number Day: The school came alive with 

numbers and calculations as we celebrated       

Number Day! The children thoroughly enjoyed the 

math-themed activities while proudly raising    

money for a fantastic cause. 

Trust-Wide Competition: Our pupils proudly      

represented Chivenor in a trust-wide maths       

tournament, showcasing brilliant teamwork,     

problem-solving skills, and a fantastic competitive 

spirit. 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC): A    

massive congratulations to our Year 4 children, 

who successfully completed their official MTC. 

Their dedication to mastering their times tables  

really paid off! 

Y2 and Y6 SATs: We are incredibly proud of our 

Year 2 and Year 6 pupils. They approached their 

recent statutory assessments with immense         

focus, a calm attitude, and a determination to do 

their absolute best. 

Sumdog Success: Participation in the Sumdog     

digital challenges has been sky-high. It is wonderful 

to see so many children sharpening their mental 

math skills both in the classroom and at home. 

A huge thank you to all our brilliant students for 

their hard work, and to you, our parents and carers, 

for your continued support at home. Whether it is 

practicing times tables or logging onto Sumdog, 

your encouragement makes a massive difference! 



 

Summer term in photos 
This term has been jam-packed with 

GAF, visits to Barry Island, SATs      

celebrations and Residentials and tons 

of exciting learning taking place 

around our school. Pictured is a     

snippet of some of the highs of the 

Summer term. Please look on Class 

Dojo and our Social media platforms 

for more photos of what our Griffins 

have been up to! 


